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I am not able to sign this petition, rather I need to object to it. 

The petitioner is calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish government 
not to hold a referendum because "it would be harmful to the people of Scotland". 

I submit, the reasons presented do not demonstrate harm. 

1) No evidence is presented that political upheaval is harmful. Another referendum 
would give every person living in Scotland an opportunity to make an informed 
choice about their future.  Not to do so would be harmful. 

2) The petitioner suggests that a referendum would be a distraction from existing 
problems which are still in the process of being resolved by the Scottish Parliament. 
These problems are not unique to Scotland. What is unique to Scotland is that it has 
the opportunity to deal with these problems differently than the rest of the UK.  
Having more control to solve problems is empowering, not harmful. 

3) I don't recall that “once in a generation" was a promise. I understood it as a 
promotional tool to encourage voting. The actual promise given was that if Scotland 
were to be taken out of the EU against the wishes of the Scottish people that that 
would be a material change in circumstances which justified putting the question 
about independence to the people again. To fail to keep that promise, would be 
harmful to the people and government of Scotland. 

4) The decision of the Scottish Parliament was to support a call for a referendum 
when the terms of Brexit were known, so the petitioner’s premise is incorrect. 

In conclusion, if there are rational, factual arguments why a referendum should not 
take place, I would like to hear them and have them openly discussed. To muddy the 
waters with non sequiturs is harmful to that discussion. 

The action I would like to encourage would be a better communication with the public 
on the run up to the referendum so that we all benefit from a factually based decision 
making process. I want to know more about and have dialogue on any objections, so 
that we are all well prepared and fully informed before I cast my vote. 


